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Since Haiti's failed elections on Nov. 29 when Washington cut off almost all aid destined for the
government the Reagan administration has turned down requests by several Haitian opposition
politicians to impose a trade embargo, to deny diplomatic recognition to the government emerging
from the Jan. 17 election, and to send an international military force to Haiti to supervise free
elections. In contrast to Grenada before the US invasion in 1983, Haiti does not have a leftist
government. Consequently, for Washington, an imminent geopolitical "threat" does not exist. State
Department officials say that regardless of what happens in the elections, US interests in Haiti
will continue, such as concern about drug trafficking and interest in reducing the island's grinding
poverty. According to the US Agency for International Development (AID), in November a total
of $78.7 million in aid projected for the current fiscal year was suspended. This amount included
$30 million for the Haitian treasury, about 80% of which was earmarked for fuel purchases; $27.9
million for economic projects; $18 million for a program in which the government sells surplus food
in the Haitian marketplace; $1.6 million in food to compensate for reduced US sugar imports, and
a $1.2 million military aid program aimed mostly at riot-control training. Aid projects that were not
suspended include an anti-narcotics program; $22.7 million for private organizations that engage in
anti-poverty efforts, and $7.8 million in food for distribution by those organizations. US government
officials believe that the major effect of the cutoffs will be on Haiti's balance-of-payments deficit,
expected to increase from $46 million to more than $100 million. The increase would forestall further
loans from the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. Prior to the November elections,
the US contributed $8.1 million to defray voting costs. Dwight A. Ink, assistant administrator in
the Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean, told the New York Times (01/09/88) that $40,000
was also provided to the National Democratic Institute to send an observer team to monitor the
voting. The National Endowment for Democracy, financed with federal money, gave a $110,000 grant
to a Haitian organization to conduct forums on democratic procedures. [On Dec. 21, the Haitian
government issued a new electoral law prohibiting the presence of foreign observers during the
Jan. 17 elections. The new legislation also eliminated the issue of ballots containing all candidates
formerly to be distributed by the national electoral council at the polls , and voter registration forms.
Candidates are to prepare and distribute their own ballots to be presented at the polls. Under
the new law, chairpersons of voting stations will cast ballots, rather than the voters themselves.
The ballots will not be placed in envelopes prior to handing them over to respective chairpersons.
Under previous arrangements that were to be implemented during the Nov. 29 elections, each
ballot was accompanied by an envelope to guarantee secrecy.] Jan. 5: The majority of the 23 persons
approved as candidates in the November elections are boycotting the Jan. 17 elections organized
by the military-dominated government. Included are four men who diplomats and local observers
estimated might have accounted for more than 80% of the vote. However, seven of the former
candidates have decided to run in the upcoming elections, including Leslie Maigat, Gregoire Eugene
and Hubert DeRonceray. The four former leading candidates and many civic and religious leaders
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are urging Haitians to boycott the polls to discredit the election, and are trying to rally international
support to topple the government headed by Gen. Henri Namphy. Two of the leading candidates,
Louis Dejoie and Sylvio Claude, have called for a multinational peacekeeping force to oversee
democratic elections. In a telephone interview with the New York Times (01/06/88) from San Juan,
Puerto Rico, Dejoie said, "Ninety percent of the Haitian people would welcome a multinational
peacekeeping force." Dejoie has lived in exile in San Juan for many years. According to Dejoie,
"We're not asking for a military occupation. We're only saying that if nothing else works, bring
in a peacekeeping force so that a democratic government can be installed. We have a complete
dictatorship now and they will never let us have democratic elections. Someone has got to put them
back in the barracks." Dejoie said he planned to spend the weekend in Venezuela, the main source
of petroleum products used in Haiti, in an attempt to persuade the government in Caracas and
labor officials to stop shipments. Candidate registration for the election ended on the evening of
Jan. 4. The electoral council appointed by Namphy had not yet announced the candidates, but 14
men have told reporters they are candidates. Half of the 14 are men who were disqualified from
running in November under the country's new constitution, because of close relationships with
the Duvalier dictatorship. Two of the most prominent are Clovis Desinor and Claude Raymond.
Desinor served for 11 years as Francois Duvalier's chief financial adviser. Raymond was a member
of the presidential guard under Francois Duvalier and later Minister of the Interior and Defense.
At a news conference in Port-au-Prince, the Rev. Antoine Adrien, a Roman Catholic priest and a
spokesman for a group of more than 50 political, religious and human rights organizations, called
for Namphy's resignation and rejected the Jan. 17 elections. "No regime can govern with just
bayonets against the unanimous opposition of the nation," he said. "We have force. Our power is
union. Our means are peaceful and legal." Jan. 6: Leaders of seven Caribbean English-speaking
countries, known as the Caribbean Community (Caricom), met in Bridgetown, Barbados, to discuss
the upcoming Haitian elections. Attending the summit were leaders from Jamaica, Barbados, St.
Lucia, Dominica, Guyana, Grenada, and the Bahamas. Jan. 7: Caricom leaders decided to ignore an
appeal by a delegation of Haitian opposition groups headed by Louis Dejoie for sanctions against
the Haitian government, and issued a statement that was only mildly critical of the junta led by
Namphy. The seven heads of state reportedly considered asking Namphy to postpone the Jan.
17 elections, and discussed withholding diplomatic recognition from any government that came
to power as a result of elections run by the junta. Both proposals were rejected, as was a request
by the six-member Haitian opposition delegation that a trade embargo be imposed. Jamaican
Prime Minister Edward Seaga, who drafted the statement that was finally approved, said sanctions
would hurt "the wrong people." The seven-page communique indirectly criticized the Namphy
government for appointing an Electoral Council dependent on it, and for issuing an election law that
"contravenes some important democratic electoral practices," such as the right to vote in privacy.
Dejoie told reporters that he was disappointed. "In their previous statements, they indicated they
were unlikely to recognize a government elected under these conditions." Jean-Claude Bajeux, an
opposition leader who helped organize strikes against the Haitian junta last summer, said: "I really
was hoping they would condemn the January elections and deny recognition of any government
that comes to power because of it...I suspect that behind the scenes there was a maneuver from a
representative of the US who was trying to find a way out of the Haiti problem...It is a wait-and-see
attitude that is irresponsible." Holwill met with Barbadian Prime Minister Erskine Sandiford, but
did not take part directly in the talks. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for the Caribbean, Richard
Holwill, arrived in Barbados on Jan. 5, and met with Barbadian Prime Minister Erskine Sandiford.
He reportedly did not observe the meeting. Also present in Bridgetown was Walter Fauntroy, who
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apparently observed the meeting. John Compton, Prime Minister of St. Lucia and chairman of
Caricom, had earlier called on Namphy to postpone the elections, saying that Caribbean leaders
were unlikely to grant recognition to the winners. At a news conference, Secretary of State George
Shultz said the US saw a "lot of pluses" occurring in the Caribbean, but has been "disappointed"
with developments in Haiti. The Reagan administration, he said, supported the statement by
Caricom leaders. Shultz said the Caribbean leaders made three basic points: the current electoral
structure in Haiti is inadequate; the governing junta must meet basic minimum criteria to make the
electoral process credible; and that if improvements are made, Haiti's neighbors in the Caribbean
will assist in international efforts. State Department spokesperson Charles Redman said that State
was opposed to any foreign military intervention in Haiti and that it had no intention of imposing
additional sanctions. Redman stated that further punitive sanctions would only worsen conditions
for the Haitian people. According to Redman, measures such as a trade or oil embargo would affect
those "at the lowest echelons of the economic ladder" in Haiti. In reference to military intervention
with the objective of supervising the Jan. 17 elections, Redman said, "We believe that calling for
outsiders to direct Haiti's future is to imply that Haitians can't take care of their own affairs...We
continue to believe that a solution to Haiti's problems must emerge from within Haiti." Venezuela
has reportedly opposed an oil embargo against Haiti, citing previous US admonitions after the
Arab oil boycott against using petroleum as a political weapon. Jan. 8: Rev. Allan Kirton, general
secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC), said the Caricom meeting had been
taken over by persons supporting the views of the Caribbean Democratic Union (CDU), a regional
organization of conservative political parties headed by Jamaican Prime Minister Edward Seaga.
Kirton criticized the Caricom statement, and "foreign meddling" in the region. He was reportedly
alluding to Seaga's role in the meeting. Unnamed observers in Bridgetown told Prensa Latina that
the tolerant stance exhibited by the Caribbean leaders toward the Haitian government reflected
fears that if the Namphy regime lost control, left-wing candidates might win the elections. Jamaican
opposition leader Michael Manley criticized the Caricom leaders' failure to adopt sanctions against
Haiti. In Guyana, the Caribbean Human Rights Organization stated that the Caricom statement
was a travesty. Organization spokespersons reiterated that the Namphy government is responsible
for the death of 30 civilians in Port-au-Prince alone during the aborted November elections, and
the repression of civil and human rights in Haiti. Spokespersons for the Working Peoples Alliance
(WPA) in Guyana said that the Caricom leaders oppose oppression in South Africa, but apparently
support the same in Haiti. The Barbados declaration, they said, is tantamount to a betrayal of
the Haitian people and their right to free and honest elections. Jan. 9: A correspondent in Haiti
informed the Agence France Presse by telephone that Joe Lucie, one of the leaders who headed the
movement which toppled the Duvalier dictatorship was shot in the leg while under police custody
Gonaives (Haiti's fourth largest city, 152 km. northwest of Port-au-Prince). Lucie was transferred to
the capital under military guard. A young girl was also injured in the incident. The police had been
seeking Lucie and two other anti-Duvalier movement leaders, Jean Tatoune and Flauvel Saint Vit,
all charged with drug trafficking. According to opposition leaders, the authorities had decided to
arrest the three men because they made public the existence of a network of informers linked to the
Army. (Basic data from several sources, including AP, AFP, Reuters, Washington Post, New York
Times, and Prensa Latina)
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